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masterful, and faithful to those great principles which have made
him one of the most inspiring figures in the political life of our
time.
With such forces at work, the Morley-Minto scheme ultimately
took shape as a liberal measure of reform calculated to conciliate the
large body of responsible politicians in India. It succeeded in rallying
the Moderates to the support of the Government, as its distinguished
authors were anxious it should. A representative of The Times of
India interviewed Pherozeshah on 18 December 1908, and asked
him for his views on the scheme. The latter declared it was a very-
genuine effort, and he was more than pleased. It bore out what he
had always maintained, namely, that any substantial step in reform-
ing the constitutional machinery could only come from the Liberal
Party. He found it difficult to conceive that any Conservative
Government could have designed a measure of so liberal a character.
The reforms proposed were substantial. The enlargement of the
Councils was a long step in advance, but he was convinced it would
be justified by the results. It would succeed in bringing the people
into close touch with the everyday administration. There was one
point, however, on which he wanted, not so much to sound a dis-
cordant note, as to combat a delusion which he found largely enter-
tained. Referring to the Secretary of State's dictum that for many
a day to come self-government for India was a mere dream,
Pherozeshah observed:
With his usual caution, Lord Morley has remarked that the
Parliamentary system in India was a goal to which he did aat
aspire. I venture to think that this might have been left tmsaid,
considering the upheaval throughout the whole of Asia. When
Persia and China talk about representative government aod
parliaments, one does not care to say any particular seal of im-
potence on India. But I have always been against looking too
far ahead. I have for a long time deprecated the fashion erf
talking of ideals. In India, at any rate, at present, let CHIT aims
and goals be practical, looking forward to the near future
without troubling ourselves as to what may be the ultimate
goal.